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певана» The uerto Rico wea listinctive ethnic identity from three historical traditions: 
Spanish colonial, Afro-Caribbean, anc 5/4? @ San. Puerto Rican cuisine, religious beliefs, and other 
identifying components of, ressive culture draw heavily upon Spanish авд Afro-Caribbean traditions: 
Puerto Ricans share rituals and practices withgagl@neighbors throughout Latin America as well as with English: 
and French-speaking peoples of the Caribbean; yet Puerto Rican educational, political, and economic systems 
have had to incorporate many North American features owing to U.S. domination since 1898. Puerto Ricans 
identify strongly with отејала, 9ібрісіогу, and уже place in the Caribbean. Although Puerto Ricans 
have a legal claim to U.S. citizenship, ёё rarely refer to tbentelves as "Americans," even while residing on 
the U.S. mainland. Puerto Rican attachment to (му islands has endured despite large-scale emigration to the 
mainlgnif since 1917, the year re granted citizenship status (largely because the War Department 
wanted legal grounds to enlist Puerto Ricans into the World War | endeavor). 
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Major Ideas 
. т Puerto Rican presence on the mainland dates 
back to the late 18005; a Puerto Rican community 
took root in New York City in the early decades of the 
Q twentieth century. open m 
e The Jones Act of 1917 made Puerto Ricans U.S. 
citizens without their consent, served to spur 22772 
migration (since it was unrestricted), and made 77 W W. 
Puerto Ricans eligible for the military draft. e 
(©: Most Puerto Ricans migrated because of economic даЛ-00) 
factors, including inadequate employment 
opportunities in Puerto Rico and the lure of better 
opportunities on the mainland. 
< Like other immigrants, Puerto Ricans have had to 
adjust to a new culture, experiencing hardship and 
discrimination in the process. 
|» Many Puerto Ricans have maintained strong ties to 
Puerto Rico, its culture, and its language; the back- 
and-forth movement in response to fluctuating 
economic conditions has strengthened such linkages. 
(9- Many Puerto Ricans have encountered racial 
prejudice and discrimination on the mainland; their 
perceived linkages to other people of color have been 
ОТЕ as a result. 
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* Changes in the economic structure of the U.S. have 
limited opportunities Гог upward mobility for more 
recent (in)migrant groups. 

(6 Like the culture of other (in)migrant groups, Puerto 
Rican culture on the mainland shows evidence of both 
continuity and change from the home culture. 

Ф. Puerto Rican responses to the challenges face 
a mainland have included organizing to: support 

7 political vjgws; Improve public education; and 

и "y build pride in thelr heritage and language. 
19- Puerto Ricans’ labor has contributed to the economic 


drowtn or tne unitea staves. 

* Puerto Ricans as а group share much with other 
Latino groups, including close ties with their йд. 
homeland. This closeness results from greater 


accessibili homeland, economic fluctuations 
that lead to move back and forth, and continued 
reinforcement of Ё culture and language through 


contact with new migrants. Puerto Ricans and other 
Latino groups also share a legacy of sustained racial 
and ethnic discrimination. 
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